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Teaching for Mastery
‘Teaching for mastery’ in mathematics means 
pupils acquiring a deep, long-term, secure and 
adaptable understanding of the subject.

The phrase ‘teaching for mastery’ describes 
the elements of classroom practice and school 
organisation that combine to give pupils the 
best chances of mastering mathematics.

Achieving mastery means acquiring a solid 
enough understanding of the mathematics 
that’s been taught to enable pupils to move on 
to more advanced material.



Research shows that when children are introduced to a new concept, working with concrete physical resources and pictorial representations 
leads to a better understanding of abstract concepts.

The CPA Approach



White Rose Mathematics Scheme

Year One Year Two



Small Steps



Developing understanding in Preschool



Developing understanding in Reception



Developing understanding in KS1

DEEPEN IT
Open-ended problem-solving question 
or word problem that extends your 
child's thinking deeper.

DO IT 
Five questions that allow your child to 
show they understand the small step 
taught during the input.

SECURE IT
An activity that involves mathematical 
reasoning; usually by spotting and 
explaining a mistake.



Developing understanding in KS1
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